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JANUARY 2012 ISSUE: 

CAPTAIN’S COLUMN  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members’ Handbooks 

The new Members’ Handbooks 

for 2012 have now arrived.  

Please collect your copy from the 

office, bar or Pro Shop.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLACKMOOR GOLF CLUB 

 

ROBIN WILLIAMS 

Firstly, although a little way into 2012 - Happy New 
Year! 
Thankfully we have not seen the snow that we have 
had for the last few years, and despite a few frosty 
days, the requirement to play on our ‘much loved’  
winter greens has not been too great. 
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astounded at the quality of our course both in terms of 
the general condition, and the superb greens. Again, 
and I will never get tired of saying this, congratulations 
to James Norris and his excellent team. 

The various committees are all hard at work getting everything ready for the 
new season, and it certainly looks as though it will be busy again. 
 
Now that the membership renewals are in, it is sad to see that a number of our 
members have had to either suspend their memberships, or cancel them. We 
wish them all the best for the future and hope to welcome them back to  
Blackmoor at some point. The Membership and Marketing team are already 
on the case, and we have several new applications in process – it just goes to 
show that the quality of Blackmoor is getting out beyond our boundaries and 
we are no longer ‘The hidden gem’ as once described by Henry Longhurst. 
 
Sadly, I have to bring this next subject up in the newsletter: 
Whilst we cannot do too much about the public access onto the course, we are 
taking steps to try to solve what seems to be an increase in dog ‘mess’.  We 
hope that this will stop this irresponsible behaviour by the owners, but we 
cannot guarantee that this will be the outcome. 
 
I do want to remind members who walk their dogs on the course to ensure 
that they are under control, and although I am sure that I do not need to say 
this, please clean-up after them. 
 
I cannot end on that…………………………. 
 
With the new competitive season approaching, if you are interested in  
representing Blackmoor in any matches, please make sure that you let the 
respective managers know that you are available. Competitive golf is not all 
about Category 1 players – we have several leagues and opportunities to play 
for all handicaps. 
 
If you would prefer ‘Friendly Competition’ please talk to Geoff Sykes who is 
the manager for our Club Matches. Great events with a long history and most 
importantly, they are friendly matches. 
 
Robin Williams 
Captain. 

Please watch your speed! 
 

We would ask members to  
remember  to drive carefully 

along Firgrove Road, particularly 
near the entrance to the golf Club. 

 
We have had a couple of reports 
of  drivers exceeding the speed 

limit. 
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January Rules Quiz 
on page 3 
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NEWS FROM THE LADIES 
By Sylvia Palmer 
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NEWS FROM THE LADIES 
By Michele England 
 
January 2012 has thrown unexpected weather conditions at the Ladies golf.    Early January was bright and  
surprisingly warm, but we knew the frost was near at hand.    Sure enough ten days of fine but deep frosty morn-
ings ensued and we found ourselves on temporary greens.    How do you train your golf ball to go anywhere near 
the hole on a temporary green?   Answers on a postcard please! 
 
The 20th January saw Leg 2 of the Winter Triple at Liphook.    This is a Tri-Club competition played by four pairs 
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Greensomes, the aggregate scores being added to find the winning club each year.    The third and final leg will be 
played at Blackmoor on Friday 10th February. 
 

JUNIORS SECTION 
By Rita Cunnold 
Junior Captain, Jack Reekie, played in the European Junior Open in Andalucía  
recently, playing initial rounds with 27 other  ‘under 16’s’ at the 2 Alcaidesa courses and 
won a place in the final played at Finca Cortesin. Unfortunately Finca Cortesin’s greens 
got the better of him! -  but he had a great time. 
Jack Reekie has asked  Joe Medlicott to be his Vice Captain—we wish them both well. 

 

Ladies Second Leg Winter Triple Team 
L to R, Back Row:  Maggie Simpson, Sally Sweet, Rita Boxall, Brenda Hunt and Hazel Elcome 

Front Row:  Linda Frost, Judy Rodwell and Marlene Gilbert.  
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DOGS ON THE COURSE 
 
It has been brought to the Committees attention that instances of dog excrement on the course are on the increase.  
Clearly there is a problem with controlling dog walkers who are not club members because of the significant number 
of access points and public rights of way across the course.  However, the Committee would ask all members to bring 
to the attention of the public who come on to the course with their dogs that they are on private property and should 
leave without delay. 
 
Members who find it necessary to walk their dogs on the course are reminded to show consideration to our green staff 
and other members by removing excrement left by their dog.  It is not acceptable to deposit  bagged dog excrement in 
waste bins as there have been instances of bags splitting and our green staff having to clear up the mess. 

May we also remind members to repair pitchmarks and replace divots. 

SOCIAL EVENTS 
The Social Committee are busy working on the calendar of events for 2012.   
These will include: 
Social golf & Valentines evening 
Start of Season Golf & Curry Extravaganza 
Fine Dining evening 
Las Vegas Casino evening 
Jubilee Day celebrations 
Country & Western evening and BBQ 
…. as well as our popular Quiz evenings. 
Further details will be announced shortly. 

KEEP BLACKMOOR TIDY 
Please keep the course tidy—we would also respectfully ask that if members purchase drinks from the Halfway Hut 
they either  dispose of the containers in the bin provided or take them home and recycle the waste if possible. 
 
“THINGS THAT MONEY CAN’T BUY” - can you help? 
The Centenary Committee will be holding an auction on the 12th May for “Things that money can’t buy”.  We 
would ask members to donate items as well as services, for example, we have already got somebody who is happy 
to go and cook a meal at a dinner party for six, a fishing trip and somebody has donated the use of their holiday 
home. 
David Frost—CENTENARY COMMITTEE 

JANUARY  “RULES QUIZ” 
 
 
QUESTION 1 Clive is playing the 13th hole and has hit his ball into the right-hand greenside bunker where he  
   finds that it has lodged in footprints., which he claims have been made by a burrowing animal 
   (either a fox or  badger) .  He wishes to take relief from the footprints without penalty. 
   Is he entitled to do so? 
 
       
QUESTION 2 John has hit his tee shot down the left-hand side of the 5th hole and has found his ball in the light 
   rough in a tractor mark.  He is  planning to take relief from the tractor mark without penalty. 
   Is he entitled to do so? 
 
 
Answers on  page 6 
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BURNS NIGHT 
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John Young and a dram of whisky things got off to a good start.    Club Vice Captain Nigel Everett, standing in 
for Club Captain Robin Williams who was abroad on business, made an amusing speech of welcome.    Guests 
were then invited to take their places in the dining room, which had been beautifully decorated to a Scottish 
theme by Pauline Everett and Carol Brewerton. 
 
The Piper then piped the Vice Captain and Ladies Captain Michele England to their places before giving us the 
wonderful Selkirk Grace in his rich Scottish brogue.    Sixty three  members and their guests sat down to a  
delicious, if slightly different menu presented to us by Mike Brindley and Vince Mattocks ,but still including 
the vital ingredient of any Burns Night, namely the Haggis. 
 
Blackmoor member Andy Mathews, escorted by our piper, did the honours and addressed the Haggis and led 
the toast to the Haggis.    As usual we were looked after very well by Anna, Sam, Maddie and Daniel.    Ladies 
Captain Michele thanked the staff before inviting the members to sing a rousing Happy Birthday to Piper John 
on his 80th birthday. 
 
A most enjoyable evening was rounded of by enough guests keen to try their hand at a little Scottish Country 
Dancing, led by Michele and Michael England. 
 

HEATHER REGENERATION AREA 
 
As part of the winter work on the course two heather regeneration areas have been created, one to the right of the 
11th fairway and the other between the 1st green and the 2nd tee.  Both the areas are “Ground Under Repair”, from 
which play is prohibited, and will remain so throughout the summer. 
 
Dropping zones have therefore been introduced with Local Rules applying.  There are two dropping zones on the 
11th hole available for use by players as an additional alternative to playing from the nearest point of relief. 
On the 1st hole there will be just one dropping zone in front of the right-hand greenside bunker, which must be 
used in order to avoid complicated issues of taking relief twice onto the pathways and then onto the 2nd tee. 

Andy addressing the Haggis – with Piper John Graeme and Lesley Roberts in the Gay Gordons 
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COMPETITION NEWS 
By Charles Gordon 

 

 
The February Stableford will be played over the weekend  of 18th and 19th  February and members can now enter the 
competition either on the internet or on the computer in the Pro Shop. On Friday 10th February the entries will be 
downloaded from the computer in accordance with established practice and late entrants will only be able to enter the 
competition by contacting the Pro Shop, either in person or on the telephone. Please note that the scheduled start times 
will not be extended and that extra additional start times will not be created at short notice for late entrants. 
 
The Millennium Trophy will be played for over the weekend of 25th and 26th February. This is a four-ball better-ball 
stableford competition played off the three-quarters handicap. It is open to all seven day members who can play in 
either single sex or mixed sex pairs. Ladies will be playing off the red tees with two extra shots before calculation of 
three-quarters handicap. The sign-up sheet for this competition is on the main noticeboard in the corridor leading to 
the changing rooms. 

SENIORS 
By Charles Gordon 
 
The Seniors have been playing well in their Winter League matches for the Penang Trophy and they are at present  
leading the league table by half a point with the final three matches to be played in the next fortnight. 
There have been several good performances including a 5-0  thrashing of Burhill at home and a convincing away 
victory at Basingstoke. 

MARKETING 
 
 NEW YEAR’S EVE 2103, YOUR INPUT PLEASE 

Let’s roll out the red carpet and celebrate New Year’s Eve and the  
beginning of our Centenary Year here at Blackmoor. 
It has been suggested that  we should commence the beginning of our very 
special year, 2013 here at the club with a New Year’s Eve Party  
spectacular, to include a scrumptious three course meal, live entertainment 
and a firework extravaganza. It is anticipated that the cost would be in the 
region of £50 per head and before making a final decision we request your 
input and thoughts on whether this is something you would consider  
supporting. Please e-mail us at  admin@blackmoorgolf.co.uk with your 
views. We appreciate  your assistance. 

THE BLACKMOOR “GOLF PASSPORT” 
With the withdrawal of the “Select Country” membership category at the     
beginning of the year, a new initiative is now in place to cater for the  
golfer who is a member of another club but still wishes to play Blackmoor 
on a regular basis, the Blackmoor “Golf Passport”.  The basics of the  
Passport are as follows: 
· The Passport will cost £540 per annum and will run for 12 months 

from the date of purchase. 
· Passport holders will receive a swipe card charged with 540 units 

of golfing credit with 27 units debited per round. 
· Passport holders cannot play in competitions or on Saturdays. 
· Passport holders must be full members of another membership golf 

club. 
Full rules, regulations and more details are available in the office. 
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JANUARY  “RULES QUIZ” ANSWERS 
 
 
QUESTION 1 No.  The footprint of a burrowing animal or a bird is not a hole, cast or runway within the 
   definition of “Abnormal Ground Conditions”, but is an irregularity of the surface from which 
   there is no relief without penalty. 
 
       
QUESTION 2 No.  A tractor mark or rut is not a hole made by a greenkeeper and there is no relief from it 
   without penalty, unless the Committee has declared the area to be  ground under repair. 
 

STEVE CLAY 

UP TO 50% 0FF 
 

TaylorMade Burner Driver  - From £99 
 

TaylorMade Penta Balls -  £29.99 a dozen 
 

Ladies Footjoy Shoes  - From £39 

 
 
VALENTINES DINNER, SATURDAY 11th FEBRUARY 
 
We still have places available for our Valentines Dinner on Saturday 
11th February so why not come and join us for an elegant evening of  
celebration,    enjoying a delicious three course dinner with a choice of 
Steak & Peppercorn Sauce or Fillet of Plaice Florentine as a main 
course. With live entertainment  from the  Alton College modern jazz 
quartet.  It’s sure to be a great night. 
 


